being about 20 miles. It lies in a direction west, and a little north from Aberdeen, more than 20 miles from that city, and at a greater distance from any other maritime point. This valley, through which flows the Don, a river of considerable size, consists of land mostly in a state of cultivation ; it contains little moss, but a good deal of heath, and many small eminences, now covered with young wood in a thriving condi- tion. In winter the cold is severe, the thermometer of Fahrenheit being occasionally so low as 8, and even in summer, frosts of very short duration are not uncommon In infants and children, the varieties of appearance which I have attempted to describe were not to be perceived. In these, the attack commenced with paleness of face and aversion to food and exercise. In most an eruption appeared at the usual time ; the heat of skin was increased, and the thirst great, while the saliva flowed often profusely from the mouth. A degree of drowsiness soon took place, and where recovery followed, it was generally accompanied by a gradual resolution of the eruption and the coma. In a few of the fatal cases, in infants, death took place after an increase of the drowsiness, with convulsions, and an abundant discharge from the bowels of dark green fetid matterIn most death did not take place until many days had elapsed *, sometimes not sooner than t^he third week. In these protracted cases, the body was much emaciated, and the skin of the face peculiarly shrivelled ; and then the immediate cause of death seemed, in more than one, to be an exacerbation which arose from the glands of the neck swelling.
To speak, in a general way, of these different attacks of scarlet-fever, in adults and children, I would make the followingobservations : The accessions of this disease differed remarkably " in their mode from the slow, insidious manner in which typhus the others, but mainly from an insensibity to this stimulus,-? whence the feelings, which, in other cases, led to their expulsion, were not experienced. In many instances, the difficulty of swallowing was great; and this seemed to arise, in a few in- Alford, April, 1821.
